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Hanseatic towns, with the diplomatic astuteness that
greatly distinguished them, had averted the possibility
of such danger by wise concessions of tributes and
privileges. Still disputes would arise, things did not
always go off peaceably, and in 1227 the Hansa towns
won their first military laurels, defeating the Danes in
the battle of Bornhb'ved and permanently weakening
the power of their troublesome neighbours in Northern
Germany.

A few years later Liibeck, almost unassisted,
threatened in its independence by the Danish king,
won a great naval victory over its neighbours ; and
gained yet another in 1249, when Eric II. had
ventured to attack some of its ships upon the open
seas. On this occasion the merchant townsmen even
seized and sacked Copenhagen and planted their flag
in Zealand.

It was no very easy position which the Baltic cities
(for it was they who were chiefly threatened) had to
maintain against the Danish kings as the power of the
latter increased. For with their power, their rapacity
and cupidity increased also, and this made them look
on the rich commercial towns with a longing desire
to absorb them into their own possessions. These,
though extensive, were poor, and their inhabitants
neither industrious nor prosperous. Further, the
Danes, Norwegians, and Swedes were in constant
feud with one another, and each of these states turned
an eye of greed towards the flourishing Baltic cities,
whose possession they coveted The two Scandi-
navian powers, in particular, constantly harassed the
German merchants by their scanty comprehension